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2026 Companion Animal Project Requirements
Ohio State University Extension, Ashland County 4-H 

110 Cottage Street, Ashland, Ohio, 44805
419-281-8242

 Evaluation Times & Places Project Numbers 

173 - Horseless Horse
200 All About Dogs
210 – Assistance Animals in Action 
215 – Cavy Project (Guinea Pigs)  
216 - Cat I  Purrrfect Pals  
217 - Cat II Climbing Up  

218 - Cat III Leaping Forward 

220 – Pocket Pets (gerbils, 
hamsters,rats, mice only
228 - Pet Rabbit: Rabbit does NOT 
show at fair, still project only. Need 
#228R Rabbit Resource Handbook

1. Completed project books and Member Project Guides are required at judging.  If book and/or 
guidelines are not complete or not present, the letter grade will be lowered.

2. Appropriate attire for judging is required. Appearance should be neat, clean, and respectful. No 
shorts, tank tops, tube tops, halter tops, midriff tops, or low-rise jeans should be worn for judging.

3. All projects displayed at the fair must be have a fair entry and be checked in.  You must make an 
online fair entry for your project and display it at the fair to be eligible to receive a fair 
premium.Display must be for the current year's project.

4. Please check your project below for any requirements specific to your project.

5. No live animals are permitted at judging or the fair.

6. To be eligible for State Fair, you must complete project review which includes photographed 
events during project and be prepared to discuss.

 Designates projects that are eligible for state fair if 
member is selected.

Fair Entry Deadline – All projects must have a fair entry and be checked in to be displayed at the fair. 
Entries via FairEntry Online System due by August deadline listed in Jr. Fair Book & 4-H Calendar. Watch 4-
H Newsletter for entry link. 

Project check-in: Bring your exhibit to the fairgrounds during fair booth check in times listed in the Jr. 
Fair book. 
Project Pick Up: Sunday after the fair. See Jr. Fair book for Booth removal times.

The display should be an educational display representing the learning experience of the current project 
year. This display should show some knowledge phase of the project work presented to educate others. Your 
display(except for Horseless Horse & All About Dogs) must include: visuals showing interaction with the pet 
such as handling, feeding, grooming, cleaning habitat, etc. You are not limited to a poster for your display.

Projects will be judged in  July. Please watch the 4-
H Newsletter or 4-H Calendar for specific dates & 
times.  Online scheduling will be available in late 
June. If you need assistance scheduling your 
judging time, please contact the Extension Office. 
You must attend the first judging date to  have the 
opportunity to represent Ashland at the 
State Fair with your project, if chosen. 

https://erie.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/judging-schedules
https://ashland.osu.edu/


CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 
more information visit cfaes.osu.edu/nondiscrimination. 

For an accessible format of this publication, visit 
cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. :

ashland.osu.edu

 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

*200 All About Dogs – This beginning level project is for members of any age who have not taken dog projects before 
and want to learn about dogs. Owning a dog is not necessary to complete this project. Complete project guidelines as 
outlined on pages 4-7 of the project book.  Additionally, the member should create an educational display to bring to 
judging and to exhibit at the fair. The exhibit should not exceed 30”x30”. Dogs should not be brought to judging.

210 – Assistance Animals in Action- Follow the project guidelines as outlined on pages 3 of the project book.  
Be sure to record your completion of the guidelines on pages 4-7 and get your helpers initials.  Fill-in the 
rest of the project book as you complete the sections.  Additionally, the member should create an educational 
display to bring to judging and to exhibit at the fair.  Your display  should include visuals of you interacting 
with your pet such as handling, feeding, grooming, cleaning habitat, etc.  The exhibit should not exceed 36”x36”x36”.   

215 – Cavy Project (Guinea Pigs) – Follow the project guidelines as outlined on pages 5 of the project and 
record book.  Be sure to record your completion of the guidelines on pages 7-15 and get your helpers initials were 
needed.  Fill-in the rest of the project book as you complete the sections.  Additionally, the member 
should create an educational display to bring to judging and to exhibit at the fair.  The exhibit should not exceed 
36”x36”x36”.    

216 - Cat I  Purrrfect Pals - Follow the project guidelines as outlined on page 2 of the project book.  Be sure 
to record your goals and achievement program record on pages 3-4 and get your helpers initials were 
needed.  Fill-in the rest of the project book as you complete the sections.  Additionally, the member should 
create an educational display to bring to judging and to exhibit at the fair.  The exhibit should not exceed 
36”x36”x36”.    

217 - Cat II Climbing Up - Follow the project guidelines as outlined on page 2 of the project book.  Be sure to 
record your goals and achievement program record on pages 3-4 and get your helpers initials were needed.  Fill-
in the rest of the project book as you complete the sections.  Additionally, the member should create an 
educational display to bring to judging and to exhibit at the fair.  The exhibit should not exceed 36”x36”x36”.    

218 - Cat III Leaping Forward - Follow the project guidelines as outlined on page 2 of the project book.  Be sure to 
record your goals and achievement program record on pages 3-4 and get your helpers initials were needed.  
Fill-in the rest of the project book as you complete the sections.  Additionally, the member should create 
an educational display to bring to judging and to exhibit at the fair.  The exhibit should not exceed 36”x36”x36”.    

220 – Pocket Pets (gerbils, hamsters, rats & mice only) - Follow the project guidelines as outlined on pages 5 
of the project and record book.  Be sure to record your completion of the guidelines on pages 7-14 and get 
your helpers initials were needed.  Fill-in the rest of the project book as you complete the sections.  
Additionally, the member should create an educational display to bring to judging and to exhibit at the fair.  
The exhibit should not exceed 36”x36”x36”.    

228 - Pet Rabbit - Follow the member project guide as outlined on page 2 of the project and record book.  Be sure to 
record your progress and fill-in the rest of the project book as you complete the sections.  
Additionally, the member should create an educational display to bring to judging and to exhibit at the fair.  The 
exhibit should not exceed 36”x36”x36”.    

173 Horseless Horse - This project does not have to be completed in one year, it may be taken over a couple of years. 
Each year the member is expected to complete a certain amount of project work as outlined on page 3 of the project 
book under the heading “General Project Guidelines.” Additionally, the
member should create an educational display to exhibit at the fair. The exhibit should not exceed 36"x36"x36".




